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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 Sixty-seven (67) proposals requesting a total of $2,647,843 were submitted for funding 
consideration in fiscal year (FY) 2014-15 to the Awards to Louisiana Artists and Scholars (ATLAS) 
subprogram of the Board of Regents Support Fund (BoRSF) Research & Development Program. One (1) 
additional proposal was submitted by the deadline, but was later withdrawn from the competition. 
Proposals were solicited for creative and scholarly activities undertaken by faculty in arts, humanities, and 
social sciences disciplines.  
 
THE REVIEW PROCESS 
 
 To conduct as thorough, objective, and expert a review as possible within the Board’s monetary 
constraints and timeframe, a two-phase review process was adopted. Panels of out-of-state experts 
evaluated all proposals and provided funding recommendations to the Board of Regents.  
 
Phase I: In-Depth Review by Subject-Area Panel 
 
 In Phase I of the review process the sixty-seven (67) proposals were distributed, based on the 
primary discipline selected by each applicant, among three subject-area panels corresponding to the 
general disciplines eligible for funding consideration through ATLAS. Each panel was comprised of two 
to four out-of-state experts with broad expertise in the disciplines represented by the proposals, as well as 
familiarity with similar competitive grants programs for arts, humanities and social sciences disciplines. 
Using the criteria set forth in the FY 2014-15 ATLAS Request for Proposals (RFP), panel members 
worked individually and then collaboratively by telephone and e-mail to determine which proposals in 
each subject area met all eligibility requirements and were most likely to produce results of high quality 
and impact. In this phase of the review process, each subject-area panel member acted as “primary 
discussant” for an assigned portion of the proposals and completed an in-depth critique of each of his/her 
assigned proposals after discussing its relative merits and shortcomings with the other panel members. 
Through a telephone conference, the subject-area panel members jointly ranked the proposals in the order 
in which they believed that the proposals should be funded. The panels carefully scrutinized the budgets 
of those proposals ranked as fundable and recommended modifications where appropriate. 
 
Phase II: Final Panel Review and Interdigitation of Recommended Proposals 
 
 A final panel (hereafter referred to as the “panel”), comprised of three senior out-of-state 
professionals whose expertise spans the eligible disciplines and who had served as chairs, respectively, of 
the three subject-area panels, was convened in Phase II of the process. This panel met on March 10, 2015, 
through a teleconference, to discuss and compare the various groups of top-ranked proposals and, 
ultimately, to interdigitate the rankings of the various proposals across the subject areas and devise final 
funding recommendations for the Board of Regents.  
 
 The four criteria used by the panel in making its funding recommendations are: (1) the 
significance of the project to its current field of study or art practice and its interest for broader academic 
and/or lay audiences; (2) the strength of the proposal’s argument for the conceptualization, definition, and 
organization of the project; (3) the quality of the applicant’s previous work and/or promise of quality 
based on the applicant’s preparations for the current project; and (4) the feasibility of the proposed plan of 
work and likelihood that the applicant will complete the project. The panel also considered the 
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appropriateness of the budget request in making final funding recommendations. Thirty (30) proposals 
were included in the discussions held during this conference. 
 
 The panel was informed that $450,000 had been budgeted to fund ATLAS projects in fiscal year 
2014-15. Utilizing the criteria described above, the panel recommended twenty (20) proposals which it 
strongly believed were worthy of support and placed them in the “Priority I” category, detailed in 
Appendix A. These proposals request a total of $767,407 and are ranked in descending order according to 
merit. Though funds are available to support only a limited number of the highly recommended proposals, 
the panel strongly urges the Board of Regents to seek supplementary resources to provide funding for as 
many additional proposals as possible. Should additional resources become available, the panel 
recommends that proposals be funded in order of rank.  
 
 The budgets for the top-ranked proposals were scrutinized closely during the review process. 
Budgetary reductions were recommended in several cases, as noted in the panel comments. Unless 
indicated in the panel’s comments, project work plans and timelines should not be affected by the 
budgetary reductions.  
 
 Appendix B lists those proposals that were ranked Priority II. In general, proposals listed in 
Appendix B are considered of high quality, but raised questions or concerns among the reviewers that 
precluded them from being ranked among the Priority I proposals. Applicants whose projects were ranked 
Priority II are encouraged to consider the reviewers’ comments and, if appropriate, revise and resubmit 
their projects when ATLAS proposals are next solicited. 
 

Appendix C lists proposals that were ranked Priority III by the subject-area panels and not 
recommended for funding in this competition. Priority III projects are ranked as such because the review 
panels had serious questions about their feasibility, potential for impact, and/or scholarly/artistic merit, or 
because the proposal raised questions of whether ATLAS funds were needed to complete the project. 
Applicants whose projects were listed in Appendix C are encouraged to review the consultants’ comments 
and, if appropriate, revise and resubmit their projects for funding consideration in future ATLAS 
competitions. 

 
Appendix D gives comments and funding stipulations for each of the twenty (20) proposals 

highly recommended for funding.  
 
Appendix E lists the out-of-state experts who served on the final and subject-area panels. 
 
Appendix F summarizes all proposals submitted for funding consideration to the ATLAS 

competition and provides the following information for each proposal: proposal number, title, discipline, 
institution, principal investigator, and BoRSF funds requested.  
 
PANEL COMMENTS REGARDING FY 2014-15 PROPOSALS 
 
 The Awards to Louisiana Artists and Scholars (ATLAS) subprogram of the Board of Regents 
Support Fund’s Research and Development Program is designed to provide support for major scholarly 
and artistic productions with potential to have a broad impact on regional and/or national levels. 
Particularly during these times of uncertain resources, the panel applauds the Board of Regents and the 
State of Louisiana for their continuing support of this program, which provides funding to important 
disciplines with limited outlets for grant funding.  
 

It is important for stakeholders in this program to bear in mind that the impact of Louisiana’s 
support of the arts, humanities, and social sciences extends well beyond the faculty members who receive 
these awards. Departments and campuses across Louisiana are strengthened by the presence of such 
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successful faculty who model scholarly and creative excellence both to other faculty and to students. The 
out-of-state experts who serve on subject-area and final panels are extremely impressed with the State’s 
forward-looking support of these areas of study and say as much across professional circles. Proposals 
and the carefully designed and managed peer review process is evidence of the submitting institutions’ 
and the State’s commitment to research and artistic production at the very highest levels. The panel 
commends the researchers, artists, administrators, and State governing bodies for their support of these 
traditionally under-funded disciplines and strongly encourages the Board of Regents to continue its 
investments. 
 

For more than a decade the ATLAS program has encouraged and supported a diverse range of 
scholars and artists which, when viewed as a whole, comprises a remarkable picture of the depth of talent, 
invention, research and accomplishment of the faculty of the State of Louisiana. Overall, the quality of 
proposals has been extremely high, with the number of proposals recommended for funding in every year 
exceeding by 20% and more the number that can be funded with available monies. Enhancing the 
research and artistic profile of any college or university creates benefits not only for all residents of the 
campus, but the entire State through generative innovation and education. ATLAS applicants reflect the 
kind of diverse expertise — across social sciences, humanities, and the arts — that is at the heart of a 
vibrant culture. Louisiana can claim a leadership role in promoting competitive accomplishment with 
broad-based impact across professional and lay audiences. The State should make every effort to publish 
the accomplishments of ATLAS recipients and the program as a whole within and outside of Louisiana 
and to propose the program as a model for other states seeking to link local culture, creativity and 
research to the global circulation of ideas. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

ATLAS PROPOSALS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING  
(PRIORITY I) (20) 

 
Rank Proposal # Institution Principal Investigator Amount 

Requested 
Amount 
Recommended 

1 037ATL-15 LSU-BR Peter Sutherland $41,365 $41,365
1 051ATL-15 Tulane Holly Flora $47,913 $42,913
1 053ATL-15 Tulane Zachary Lazar $46,747 $46,747
4 066ATL-15 UL Lafayette Sara Ritchey $42,699 $39,574
5 068ATL-15 UNO Yotam Haber $49,600 $21,600
6 020ATL-15 LSU-BR Matthew Hitt $48,070 $48,070
7 010ATL-15 LSU-BR Brannon Costello $26,074 $26,074
8 050ATL-15 Tulane Ryan Boehm $34,170 $34,170
9 041ATL-15 Loyola Anya Groner $13,438 $13,438
10 043ATL-15  McNeese Molly Martin $20,460 $18,860
11 064ATL-15 Tulane Toby Wikstrom $35,581 $35,581
12 031ATL-15  LSU-BR Rosemary Peters $49,999 $49,999
13 044ATL-15 Nicholls Shana Walton $20,300 $20,300
14 033ATL-15 LSU-BR Christopher Rovee $50,000 $50,000
15 045ATL-15 SUNO Jennifer Nunes $15,557 $15,557
16 006ATL-15 LSU-BR Dana Berkowitz $50,000 $50,000
17 015ATL-15 LSU-BR Sylvie Dubois $50,000 $50,000
18 013ATL-15 LSU-BR Jennifer Davis $46,099 $46,099
19 034ATL-15 LSU-BR Kathleen Searles $44,100 $44,100
20 057ATL-15  Tulane Patrick Rafail $35,235 $35,235

TOTAL    $767,407 $729,682
 
The first three (3) proposals in Appendix A are ranked “1” (i.e., first). In the panel’s opinion, 

these proposals are of nearly equal merit; as such, they are listed in ascending order of proposal number. 
Proposals ranked 4 through 20 are listed in descending order of merit and, thus, priority for funding. 
 

The panel recommends that as many Priority I projects as possible be funded in the order of their 
ranking and at the levels specified. At a minimum, the panel recommends funding the top fourteen (14) 
proposals for a total amount of $488,691.  
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APPENDIX B 

 
MERITORIOUS PROPOSALS RANKED PRIORITY II 

BY THE SUBJECT-AREA PANELS BUT NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING (21) 
 
 

002ATL-15 005ATL-15 007ATL-15 011ATL-15 
 016ATL-15  017ATL-15 018ATL-15 019ATL-15 

025ATL-15 032ATL-15 038ATL-15 039ATL-15 
040ATL-15 046ATL-15 049ATL-15 052ATL-15 
056ATL-15 061ATL-15 062ATL-15 063ATL-15 
067ATL-15    

 
Note: Priority II proposals are listed by proposal number, and not in order of merit. Subject-area panel 
reviews for these proposals will be provided to the applicants in July 2015. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

PROPOSALS RANKED PRIORITY III BY THE SUBJECT-AREA PANELS 
 AND NOT RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING (26) 

 
001ATL-15 003ATL-15 004ATL-15 008ATL-15 
009ATL-15 012ATL-15 014ATL-15 021ATL-15 
022ATL-15 023ATL-15 024ATL-15 026ATL-15 
027ATL-15 028ATL-15 029ATL-15 030ATL-15 
035ATL-15 036ATL-15 042ATL-15 047ATL-15 
048ATL-15 054ATL-15 055ATL-15 058ATL-15 
059ATL-15 060ATL-15   

 
Note: Priority III proposals are listed by proposal number, and not in order of merit. Subject-area panel 
reviews for these proposals will be provided to the applicants in July 2015. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

COMMENTS AND FUNDING STIPULATIONS 
FOR PROPOSALS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING 

(PRIORITY I) 
 
General Comments and Stipulations 
 
 This section provides comments and stipulations set forth as conditions of funding for the 
twenty (20) proposals highly recommended by the panel. Comments are provided in rank order. 
Each proposal’s rank is located in the upper right corner of the comment page.  
 
 Unless specified in the panel’s review comment, no reductions in the scope of work 
of projects recommended for funding should be allowed in any case. If the work plan 
submitted for a project does not correspond in scope to that of the original proposal and/or does 
not reflect reductions recommended by the panel, the award should be vacated and funds thereby 
made available should be used to fund other worthy projects. Any returned or unawarded 
ATLAS funds should be allocated to projects recommended in Appendix A, at the level 
suggested by the panel and in descending order according to rank.  
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PROPOSAL NO.   037ATL-15                                                                       Rank:  1 
 
TITLE: “Whose Middle Passage? Sacred Geographies of a New Black Atlantic” 

     
INSTITUTION: Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:        Peter Sutherland 
 
Dr. Sutherland’s project analyzes religious dimensions of the Black Atlantic — a substantial formation of 
social and imaginative relations between peoples of African descent in the Americas and Europe with those in 
Africa, historically and contemporarily. He ethnographically examines five memory projects, efforts to 
memorialize the Middle Passage through various spiritual practices. Astutely, Dr. Sutherland recognizes each 
of these is as much about the present as the past and that they are responses to current dynamics of 
globalization and neoliberal economics. But rather than read associations reductively, he concludes that these 
productions articulate “religious visions of globalization,” which he characterizes as “ancestral modernities.”  
 
What makes Dr. Sutherland’s analytical approach particularly significant is the breadth he develops via the 
range of his ethnographic sites. This allows him to make the following claim: “the Middle Passage is currently 
under reconstruction, reinterpreted by various (and not only) black Atlantic others with different spatial 
memories of the Atlantic slave trade, in a global wave of memorial projects linking actors and institutions 
from West Africa, Europe, the Americas, and, surprisingly, Japan.” This is an exciting project that has a 
potentially very wide range of audiences, and it will certainly contribute significantly to a variety of academic 
literatures and debates on the nature of religion and the operation of transnational sociality.  
 
Dr. Sutherland’s proposal is impressive, drawing upon a range of theorists. He reaches back to Max Weber’s 
secularization thesis and to Raymond Williams’ “structures of feeling” and puts these in dialogue with current 
theorists of globalization, such as Anna Tsing, Talal Asad, and John and Jean Comaroff. Regarding his core 
subject, the Black Atlantic, he has done an excellent job of drawing upon and synthesizing a variety of 
critiques of this concept, in order to render it with more nuance and insight. Thus, he finds “in each case of 
creative remembrance, modernity and its murky past are revisited, reassessed, and redeemed by religious 
visions of a global modernity, in which places of memory, present interests, and future hopes are linked in 
utopian visions by the common trope of traveling spirits.” This deft and cogent analytical finding illustrates the 
thoroughgoing strengths of Dr. Sutherland’s conceptualization and organization of his project.  
 
Dr. Sutherland’s preparations for this undertaking are notable. First and foremost, he is drawing on an 
impressive quantity of scholarship collected and analyzed over a sixteen-year period while maintaining a 
steady pace of publishing. This provides him with a keen understanding of the relevant debates and arguments 
across the range of his subjects. Dr. Sutherland has also consistently presented his research at national 
conferences, giving him the opportunity both to benefit from expert comments and to generate a great deal of 
anticipation for its final publication. That he has done so while shouldering considerable administrative and 
teaching duties indicates he has the organizational capacity (and, importantly, stamina) to undertake an 
analysis of such broad scope and importance.  
 
Dr. Sutherland provides a detailed and reasonable schedule for finishing the book manuscript in the timeframe 
of this grant. He plans two short field trips to pursue a set of interviews with relevant sources, which seem 
both reasonable and limited enough in scope so as not to interfere with writing the remaining chapters. 
Importantly, Dr. Sutherland has been in contact with the editor of the Routledge Atlantic World Series, whose 
interest in this project also is a good indicator of its relevance and import.  
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be maintained 
in full.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $41,365 
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PROPOSAL NO. 051ATL-15      Rank:  1 
 
TITLE: “Cimabue, The Franciscans, and Artistic Change in Late Medieval Italy”  
 
INSTITUTION: Tulane University  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Holly Flora 
 
This study of the thirteenth-century artist Cimabue, founder of Italian Renaissance painting, is the first to 
relate his interest in naturalistic representations to central Franciscan theological concepts regarding the 
humanity of Christ. Cimabue is a major artist, long recognized as a central figure in the development of 
Renaissance painting, and Dr. Flora’s project promises an original and convincing analysis of his 
relationship to religious movements in the Late Middle Ages. 
 
The project is clearly defined and brilliantly described. By linking Cimabue’s visual imagination and 
Franciscan piety, Dr. Flora will tell us something important about both art and religion at a critical point 
in Western history. 
 
Dr. Flora brings to this original perspective some solid publication experience: a book in 2009, three 
museum catalogues, and nine peer-reviewed essays in print since receiving her PhD in 2005. In addition, 
she has won several major fellowships and has been a curator at the Mellon. She is clearly an 
accomplished scholar, widely recognized as an expert in a demanding and active field of inquiry. She is 
just the right person to do this work. 

 
The applicant’s proposed schedule seems reasonable. She has three chapters of the new manuscript 
written and needs time to write two more, as well as the introduction and conclusion. This is certainly 
feasible during her upcoming sabbatical and the tenure of the ATLAS grant.  

 
The panel strongly recommends funding of $42,913 for this excellent project, with elimination of 
the request for travel support for obtaining images and permissions in person in Italy ($5,000), 
which can generally now be secured online.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:      $42,913 
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PROPOSAL NO.     053ATL-15                                                                       Rank:  1 
 
TITLE:       “My Innocence Project: A Novel” 
 
INSTITUTION:        Tulane University 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Zachary Lazar 
 
This project, a novel titled My Innocence Project, by a writer whose prior work has garnered significant 
critical praise and commercial success, promises to build on Professor Lazar’s prior accolades and 
broaden the general audience he has already succeeded in attracting. Anyone interested in a contemporary 
narrative of class, race, the American South, and the divide between rich and poor in America would find 
this novel of interest. The subject is especially timely in relation to current events in the U.S., and our 
ongoing national crisis regarding the policing of minorities.  
 
Professor Lazar’s proposal is straightforward and well done.  In it he provides indications of how this 
novel will fit into his larger body of work but does not overburden the reader with words, thus letting his 
work sample “do the talking.” The succinct, well-written synopsis of the novel-in-progress was 
appreciated by the panel. The applicant’s prior success as well as the quality of the magazines and major 
presses that have published his work, all persuasively argue for the quality of this project. Add to that 
predictive history the clearly engaging design and subject of the novel-in-progress and this represents an 
excellent and exemplary proposal. 
 
The quality of the Professor Lazar’s previous work locates him in the upper echelon of younger American 
novelists. Extraordinary accomplishments include fellowships from the Fine Arts Work Center in 
Provincetown, Yaddo, the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, and Princeton University 
(Hodder Fellowship). He is also a Barnes and Noble Discover Award finalist and editor’s choice of the 
New York Times Book Review, and has received recognition in the Los Angeles Times, Publishers Weekly, 
and Rolling Stone. The submitted sample of the current work, “Passion Play” is compelling, providing the 
reader space in which to reflect on the issues of inevitability, fate, and their relationship to the fabricated 
narratives of our lives that many of us have constructed.  
 
Both the quality of the conception for the project itself and Professor Lazar’s past successes lead the panel 
to believe this project will be not only completed but could also be in the conversation for literary awards. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full.   
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $46,747 
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PROPOSAL NO.     066ATL-15                                                                        Rank:  4 
 
TITLE: “The Saint and the Sick: The Contest over Healing in Late Medieval Europe” 
 
INSTITUTION: University of Louisiana at Lafayette  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Sara Ritchey 
 
Combining research in medical history, gender history, and religious studies, this project aims to reembed 
women’s health work in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries into the history of pre-modern medicine. 
Dr. Ritchey’s is an important project that “explores the clash between the scholastic profession of 
medicine that was rapidly developing in the thirteenth century and the healing traditions of communities 
surrounding single women (beguines) and female saints.” Dr. Ritchey is working at the intersection of 
medicine, gender, and spirituality, a rich and very active scholarly area, and her project is likely to make a 
significant contribution to several fields. 

 
This is a fine proposal, clearly defined, conceptually sophisticated, and forcefully written. Dr. Ritchey has 
an excellent sense of where she fits in the critical dialogue, and she has submitted a strong prospectus and 
chapter outline as well as a learned sample. The panel’s reservations mainly concern the timetable, since 
only a third of the projected six chapters have been drafted, and the introduction and conclusion also 
remain to be written. Given the applicant’s plan to devote August and September to building a related 
database and getting feedback about it at a conference abroad, the panel believes that the schedule for 
finishing by the end of the ATLAS year may be over-ambitious, though is confident Dr. Ritchey can 
complete the project very soon thereafter. 
 
The applicant has published an important book with Cornell University Press, and both Cornell and 
Cambridge University Press are interested in the project. She is clearly an accomplished and productive 
young scholar, well qualified to undertake this project. 
 
Funding of $39,574 is strongly recommended for this excellent project. The request for support of 
conference travel ($3,125) did not appear essential for completion of the book project, so the panel 
recommends this be eliminated given ATLAS’s extremely limited resources.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $39,574 
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PROPOSAL NO. 068ATL-15      Rank:   5 
 
TITLE:      “New Water Music” 
 
INSTITUTION: University of New Orleans 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:         Yotam Haber 
 
Dr. Haber’s technical skill and command of musical and compositional technique allow him to conceive 
of and realize extremely ambitious projects. This proposal carries forward that ambition: he is proposing 
completion of two highly complex commissioned works: Women at War, a dance-opera for the Dutch-
based Opera Spanga, and New Water Music, a large-scale work for the New Orleans Musaica Ensemble 
that includes public art, volunteer musicians and participants, and outdoor urban interventions. Women at 
War seeks to portray some of the complexity of women’s participation in war. New Water Music is a 
collaborative effort with the Gulf Restoration Network, the Musaica Ensemble and documentary 
filmmaker Laszlo Fulop. It will exist in two versions: a concert piece for electronics, octet and projected 
video, and an outdoor public intervention that would involve community volunteer musicians performing 
on rafts and barges on Bayou St. John and New Orleans waterways. Both compositions, but particularly 
New Water Music, promise to broaden the classical tradition and engage local communities. 
 
The proposal for New Water Music is strong in conception, a fluid work that engages the processes of 
decay and renewal, community, and history. It conflates Handel’s famous Water Music, written to gain 
favor from a king who wished to celebrate the Thames, with the ecological condition of today's New 
Orleans and the challenge it faces due to damage to its protective wetlands. Dr. Haber envisions a 
performance that will involve the local musical community and attract the broader public. The concept, as 
one can see from the sample, is well within his powers to realize. The Women at War component of the 
project was not as clearly explained or as strong as New Water Music. Dr. Haber intends to recast the role 
and subject of women in relation to wars throughout history, from the Bible to the present day. The 
questions the work intends to raise about women are not well defined, nor is the aim of the project. It was 
difficult for the panel to imagine how it would be developed. 
 
Dr. Haber’s previous work and commissions such as one from the Kronos Quartet, and awards like the 
Guggenheim fellowship and the Rome Prize, identify him as a highly promising young composer. His 
success begins with his solid, eclectic, and highly inventive compositional skill, to which he adds 
dramatic performances and a strong leaning toward social causes. The critic Andrew Ross has 
characterized his work as “deeply haunting” and identified him as “one of five classical musicians to 
follow.” New Water Music, for which he is well prepared, promises to live up to these accolades.  
 
The indisputable success of past projects make the likelihood of success for this project a given. The 
panel had some issues with budget requests for equipment, travel, and other fees for commissioned 
works. The commissioning organizations should surely pay for these. The panel was also concerned about 
using “volunteer musicians” without payment. While the community focus of the project is excellent, 
artists should be compensated for their work.  
  
The project is strongly recommended for funding of $21,600, to support the request for Dr. Haber’s 
salary and related benefits. Since both works have been commissioned, other budget requests were 
not well justified and support should be sought from the commissioning body or the communities in 
which the works will be performed. The institutional match must be retained in full.   
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:      $21,600 
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PROPOSAL NO.     020ATL-15                                                                       Rank:  6 
 
TITLE: “Judgment-Rationale Inconsistency in the U.S. Supreme Court” 
 
INSTITUTION: Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Matthew Hitt 
 
Dr. Hitt proposes to complete an interdisciplinary study of judgment-rationale inconsistency on the Supreme 
Court that lies at the intersection of political science, law, economics, and philosophy. The book investigates 
majority decisions of the Court that are supported by contradictory minority opinions as regard the underlying 
legal rationales. In other words, a majority of justices might agree on a decision, with several supporting the 
decision with one legal rationale, and others with another legal rationale inconsistent with the first.  
 
Such judgment-rationale inconsistency is problematic for several reasons. First, it undercuts the legitimacy of 
Supreme Court decisions. Second, it is potentially confusing for lower courts, which may end up not following 
such decisions or deciding cases inconsistently themselves. Worse, judgment-rationale inconsistency often 
appears in politically salient cases and in the exercise of judicial review of Congressional actions; however, 
Dr. Hitt’s findings suggest that judgment-rationale inconsistency has been less of a problem since the Supreme 
Court gained control over its agenda with the 1988 Supreme Court Selection Act. 
 
The project is well thought out. The problem of judgment-rationale inconsistency is understudied and hence 
poorly understood; Dr. Hitt is the first person to offer a systematic study of this phenomenon. Based on his 
analysis so far, he has found over 400 inconsistencies in the Supreme Court’s output 1946-2010. Various 
scholars disagree as to whether judgment-rationale inconsistency is a problem that needs to be fixed, but 
before one can discuss whether to fix this problem, one should understand the extent of the problem, which is 
precisely what Dr. Hitt proposes to study. In addition to studying Supreme Court cases exhibiting judgment-
rationale inconsistency (the pattern over time, individual case correlates with inconsistency, the impact on the 
legal system down the line), Dr. Hitt plans to look at how inconsistent Supreme Court decisions fare with 
lower courts as well as judgment-rationale inconsistency in constitutional courts in other democracies.  
 
The panel wonders about the quantitative and qualitative significance of judgment-rationale inconsistency. Dr. 
Hitt mentions that he found over 400 inconsistencies in the Supreme Court’s output 1946-2010, but without a 
baseline as to how large the Supreme Court’s output was in this period (1,000? 10,000?), it is hard to tell 
whether 400 is a lot. In addition, it might be worthwhile mentioning that judgment-rationale inconsistency can 
happen any time any group of people takes a vote. Odd bedfellows coalitions are common in the U.S. 
Congress; for example, agricultural and urban interests might both vote in favor of food stamps, but for wildly 
different reasons. We would not call that judgment-rationale inconsistency. Instead, Congress is aggregating 
diverse interests. It might be worthwhile for Dr. Hitt to make the case more strongly as to why contradictory 
rationales produced by Supreme Court coalitions are more objectionable than contradictory motivations of 
coalitions in other settings.  
 
Dr. Hitt has amassed an impressive publication record, including a co-authored article in the American 
Political Science Review (the leading journal in political science), a co-authored book published by Cambridge 
University Press, and a sole-authored article published in Presidential Studies Quarterly. This is a spectacular 
start of an academic career and his book, developed from his dissertation, promises that he will continue in this 
vein. He has already drafted five of seven chapters in the book. The plan of work appears feasible, and it is 
very likely that he will complete the work in the time allotted.  
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be maintained in 
full.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $48,070 
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PROPOSAL NO. 010ATL-15                                                                    Rank:  7 
 
TITLE:       “Lost in the Futurama: The Comics of Howard Chaykin” 
 
INSTITUTION:        Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Brannon Costello 
 
One of the hallmarks of contemporary scholarship is the capacity to discover significance and nuanced 
meaning in cultural artifacts that others would not even see. Dr. Costello’s interest in popular culture has 
led to a number of significant publications about a genre (comics) and author (Howard Chaykin) that 
most people have not recognized as art — or culture. This is far from the truth. Comics (also known as 
graphic novels) have a long, rich history at the intersection of popular and elite cultures. They have 
tangible form — both visual and verbal — and thus can be connected to larger cultural themes and 
conversations. Unlike many of the videos and mash-ups that flourish in the Internet culture, comics have 
a fixed form that lends itself to scholarly analysis and reflection for a broader audience. The study of 
popular culture is undergoing its own renaissance. While Dr. Costello takes a broad look at the economics 
of publishing such media, his real interest is in the paradoxical interplay of comics as “a source of 
pleasure, a tool of resistance, and a space of repression.”  
 
Dr. Costello has already found a publisher for the manuscript (LSU Press), and almost all of the chapters 
have already been drafted or published in journals. The prospectus, revised from a previous ATLAS 
submission, reorganizes the chapters chronologically rather than thematically and represents a large-scale 
rewriting of the argument. Some of the original material has been jettisoned and some new material 
added. The result is, in the panel’s view, a more cogent argument for the development and substance of 
Chaykin’s work. 
 
Since receiving his PhD in 2004, Dr. Costello has published one book (LSU Press, 2007), three edited 
volumes (including one forthcoming next year), and over a dozen essays on American cultural studies. 
The completion of the current monograph will solidify his reputation in the field and open new areas of 
inquiry for other scholars. 

 
Dr. Costello has made sufficient progress in the past year that he needs only one semester’s leave in order 
to make the December 15 deadline for delivery of his manuscript to LSU Press. Given further work 
during the 2014-15 academic year, what will remain to be accomplished during the tenure of the ATLAS 
grant is the drafting of one chapter, which he certainly can finish. 

 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $26,074 
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PROPOSAL NO. 050ATL-15                                                                    Rank:  8 
 
TITLE:       “City and Empire in the Age of the Successors: Urbanization Processes and Social 

Response in the Early Hellenistic Mediterranean” 
 
INSTITUTION:       Tulane University  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:        Ryan Boehm 
 
The concept and praxis of the “city-state” (polis) has typically been taken to have reached its height 
during the Classical period, only to enter into a period of eclipse with the imperial project of Alexander 
the Great and his successors. Recent research has challenged that picture, with specific examples of the 
promotion of cities within imperial hegemonies. Dr. Boehm proposes to extend and articulate that 
challenge, with precise analysis of urban units and the network of urban centers within the kingdoms that 
succeeded Alexander. Concepts of both hegemony and polis within the Hellenistic period promise to be 
redefined by means of the project. 
 
Using new materials, the applicant has developed an original approach to the interdisciplinary subject of 
promoting urban centers and consolidating under-urbanized regions to build empires in Greece and Asia 
Minor during the fourth century BCE. The prospectus has been well developed and the sample from the 
book manuscript is both scholarly and nicely polished.  
 
Dr. Boehm is a very strong applicant whose project is excellent and highly ambitious. He has published 
or had accepted several essays since receiving his doctorate in 2011 and has two others submitted; this 
activity well prepares him to undertake this critical project. As an assistant professor due for research 
leave, the grant would allow him to finish his first book, which will be a revision of his thesis, listed by 
Berkeley as “Synoikism, Urbanization, and Empire in the Early Hellenistic Period.” During the grant 
tenure, he should be able to complete the fourth of four chapters and revise the manuscript for 
publication. The panel might have hoped that a publisher had been contacted by this time, and trusts Dr. 
Boehm will proceed to that stage soon. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $34,170 
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PROPOSAL NO. 041ATL-15                                                                    Rank:  9 
 
TITLE:       “Where Sisters Come From: A Book Length Collection of Short Stories” 
 
INSTITUTION:        Loyola University New Orleans 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Anya Groner 
 
Professor Groner proposes completing four short stories and revising others for her book of stories that 
explore the relationships between blood relatives and chosen family, titled Where Sisters Come From. The 
collection will be a critical career step for this talented, promising writer. Other fiction writers, a critical 
audience, and also the general reading public would be interested and even absorbed by this writer’s 
prose.  
 
The organized and well-written proposal argues strongly for the project. Professor Groner’s academic and 
professional backgrounds are clearly documented as are her prior work and the nature of the book for 
which she is seeking support. Her thesis is that by “reflecting on those close to us…we learn who we 
are.” Discovering one’s identity in interactions with others, in distinguishing the self from the other, in 
one’s most intimate circle is the recurring theme of the short stories. The writing sample, which is 
excellent, gives ample opportunity to see this theme in action. It was interesting that the applicant 
administered the Bechdel test to her own work, found that much of it failed, and, in consequence, 
attempted to create and inhabit a more female presence in her writing.  

 
Professor Groner’s publication record is solid and her prior publication in juried magazines serves as a 
reliable predictor of the quality of future work. Her work has also won several special recognitions: a 
2013 William Richey Short Fiction prize; a Memphis Magazine short fiction honorable mention; and the 
Bondurant Prize from the University of Mississippi. This bodes well for the quality of this collection. To 
continue to hone her craft, the applicant plans to attend a writers’ conference after her four new stories are 
complete to gain insight into how to revise and reshape the stories and the collection.  

 
This collection will consist of fifteen short stories, of which eleven are already written. Professor Groner 
plans to write four new stories and revise the existing ones during the ATLAS period. A professional and 
published writer, she is very likely to complete the project in a timely manner. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full. 
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $13,438 
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PROPOSAL NO. 043ATL-15                                                                    Rank:  10 
 
TITLE:       “Castles and Space in Malory’s Morte Darthur” 
 
INSTITUTION:        McNeese State University 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Molly Martin 
 
This project, at the intersection of Arthurian literature, castle studies, and spatial theory, promises to make 
an original contribution to medieval literary studies. Dr. Martin joins a growing number of scholars 
interested in space as a phenomenological category, while at the same time drawing on new scholarship 
concerned with exploring the ways castles were more than just military fortifications. She makes a 
convincing case that through a synthesis of these materials she will produce a fresh reading of Malory’s 
Morte d’Arthur and contribute more broadly to literary studies of the late medieval/early modern period.  
 
This is an elegantly conceived project, synthesizing as it does philosophical work on the phenomenology 
of space with historical and archaeological research into the multi-function purposes of medieval castles. 
The chapter outline is sensible and sufficiently detailed, and the writing sample (a forthcoming article and 
a chapter of the book) richly exemplifies how Dr. Martin will bring together her materials to shed light on 
this important work of literature. 
 
Despite a substantial teaching load, Dr. Martin published her first book in 2010, just three years after 
taking up her current position. She is also very active professionally, giving thirteen conference 
presentations and publishing one prize-winning journal article in that time, and on the same subject as the 
proposal. This bodes well for the quality of the current work.  
 
The plan of work is ambitious, including two chapters and the conclusion to be written during the 
ATLAS year. Given Dr. Martin’s track record, however, the panel is confident that she will complete the 
project in timely fashion. 
 
The panel strongly recommends funding of $18,860 for this excellent project. The request for 
support of conference travel ($1,600) did not appear essential for completion of the project, so the 
panel recommends this be eliminated given ATLAS’s extremely limited resources.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $18,860 
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PROPOSAL NO.     064ATL-15                                                                       Rank:  11 
 
TITLE: “World Theater: Staging Globalization in Early Modern France” 
     
INSTITUTION: Tulane University  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Toby Wikstrom 
 
Dr. Wikstrom is using the lens of contemporary culture to explore the meaning and vision of seventeenth-
century French theatre. How did dramatists respond to the cross-cultural encounters fostered by 
colonialism, slavery, religious conversions and non-Christian religions? To take only one example of 
particular relevance in the wake of Charlie Hebdo, how were Muslims represented? How did the theatre 
represent legal rights as well as moral conflicts? Was the entire colonial enterprise morally bankrupt 
because of how it compromised both masters and slaves? We would not be surprised to find crude 
stereotypes, of course, but Dr. Wikstrom argues that these plays provide a site for genuine juridical 
debate. As such, the book would be of interest to a wide range of disciplines. 

 
The project is very well conceived, detailed, and organized, with ample chapter descriptions and a well-
crafted, scholarly sample. It is also well grounded critically, drawing on performance theory to discuss 
French global plays and countering Edward Said’s theory of orientalism. That the study includes lesser-
known works as well as classics like Molière’s Le Bourgeois gentilhomme (where Frenchmen are 
disguised as Turks) will greatly expand our understanding of global issues in seventeenth-century French 
theatre. 
 
With three essays in print or accepted since being put on the tenure track in 2012, Dr. Wikstrom has made 
a good start on establishing a professional identity. One article was placed at L’Esprit créateur, a top 
journal in the field, and a book chapter is forthcoming in a volume at the important French press, 
Classiques Garnier, both strong indicators of the quality of Dr. Wikstrom’s scholarship.  
 
Five of the book’s six chapters have been drafted, and the research leave would enable a thorough 
revision of the manuscript. Although the pace of revising one chapter every two months is ambitious, it 
can be accomplished, and the project could be completed on the schedule proposed. 

 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full. 

 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $35,581 
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PROPOSAL NO. 031ATL-15                                                                      Rank:  12 
 
TITLE:       “Charles de Foucauld’s Reconnaissance au Maroc: A Critical Edition” 
 
INSTITUTION:      Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
   
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:        Rosemary Peters 
 
Dr. Peters is proposing to complete a critical edition and English translation of Charles de Foucauld’s 
extraordinary saga about his travels in the Moroccan desert in the 1880s. Part spiritual autobiography and 
part travelogue, it is also a work of cultural anthropology which could be compared to the work of 
Margaret Mead in the South Seas, T.E. Lawrence’s The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, or Thomas Merton’s 
The Seven Storey Mountain. Foucauld’s work reveals a great deal about the author’s spiritual state as well 
as about the world around him, and in light of his beatification in 2005, there should be a wide readership. 
There is no critical edition of this work, and it has never been translated into English. Dr. Peters’s project, 
when completed, should attract the attention of scholars from multiple fields. 

 
Dr. Peters has a very clear understanding of the requirements for a critical edition and translation of a 
work that is so richly colored with cultural markers (e.g., Arabic names, Berber customs, etc.). This will 
be a very fine scholarly work that should be attractive to a university press. In an age where knowledge of 
Arabic culture is increasingly important, her volume could be very useful. Though the career narrative, 
project description, and prospectus remain largely the same as last year, she has adhered to the panel’s 
request that she provide a sample from the critical introduction and make substantial progress on the 
translation itself before reapplying for an ATLAS grant. The first half of the projected introduction 
included in the proposal is still in draft form, needing clearer organization and a critical frame. But it 
contains a great deal of interesting material that will illuminate Foucauld’s travel diary for the reader. 
When Dr. Peters finishes this critical edition and finds an academic press, Foucauld's work will contribute 
significantly to many contemporary discourses in the humanities.  

 
The applicant is professionally active, and this edition should establish her as a major scholar in her field. 
Her first book, on theft in nineteenth-century French fiction, came out at Lexington Books in 2013; she 
published an edited volume of student papers in 2012 at Cambridge Scholars Publishing and co-edited 
another volume on film in 2011 with the same press; and she has about twenty essays published, in press, 
or in submission. Since several talks and articles have been on subjects related to the project, she has 
already gained a certain level of visibility in this area. The panel encourages her to strive to place her 
manuscript at as prestigious an outlet as possible. Rather than trade presses like Grove and Ignatius, 
where she has made inquiries, she should continue to court outlets like the Modern Humanities Research 
Association — founded by and associated with Cambridge University — that would bring her higher 
levels of recognition and prestige at this stage of her career. 
 
Dr. Peters has translated about 60% of the work (280 pages) and drafted more than half of the 
introduction. This bodes well for a timely completion during the grant tenure. Her role in planning the 
international colloquium on Foucauld’s centenary in December 2016 in Paris should not only highly 
motivate her to finish; it should also generate increased academic interest in the project. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full. 
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:      $49,999 
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PROPOSAL NO. 044ATL-15        Rank:  13   
 
TITLE:       “Coming of Age at Jazz Fest: Magical moments, racial struggles, and the promise of 

transformation in New Orleans”  
 
INSTITUTION: Nicholls State University 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Shana Walton 
 
Dr. Walton seeks support for writing her chapters of a book, co-authored with Helen Regis, about the 
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, which will provide a history of the Jazz Fest, an ethnography of 
the fans and producers of the festival, and a theoretical consideration of affect and desire in social theory. 
The panel admires the project, which clearly will attract both academic and popular audiences and have a 
particular appeal within Louisiana. Since the last submission, the proposal has developed conceptually, 
and looks likely to address several theoretical perspectives and disciplines. In particular, the panel is 
interested to see a clear formulation of a response to the question Dr. Walton poses: whether Jazz Fest 
promotes shifts in racial attitudes. 
 
This project is the culmination of years of collaborative anthropological work with Dr. Regis, which has 
“produced more than two dozen oral history interviews, 300 surveys, hundreds of photographs, and 200 
conceptual maps, all of which have been deposited in the Archives.” Dr. Walton’s field work has been 
very well ordered with her co-author, so that the itinerary of work appears clear. The proposal has been 
largely revised and improved since last year, with a new paragraph on the book’s critical frame and 
impact, a description of the project, and a revised chapter structure (from ten to seven). These 
amendments sharpen the focus of the project considerably.  
 
Dr. Walton clearly has the ethnographic experience required to complete her portion of the work, and the 
writing sample indicates strongly that her contributions will be excellent. She has co-edited one book and 
written or co-authored a number of articles, giving evidence of the quality of her previous work. A good 
deal of the project work has already been done and, though the timetable appears to be somewhat 
ambitious, what remains could be accomplished during the time requested through ATLAS. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full. 
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:      $20,300 
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PROPOSAL NO. 033ATL-15                                                                      Rank:  14 
 
TITLE:           “Romanticism and the New Critics: Lyric Poetry in the American University, 

1930-1960”  
 
INSTITUTION:      Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Christopher Rovee 
 
Focusing on the complex reception and uses of Romantic poetry made by the New Critics, this study will 
be a timely contribution to twentieth-century literary history, one that grounds itself in the study of 
institutions and their practices (rather than in the interpretation of texts). The writing sample is excellent 
and gives promise of an exceptional book.  
 
The panel found this to be a worthy proposal last year, but raised questions about the way Dr. Rovee had 
organized his materials and chapters. Happily, he has satisfactorily addressed those concerns in this 
proposal, which now provides a persuasive explanation of why the chapters are organized and sequenced 
as they are and notes substantial changes in both respects when necessary. The remaining question about 
this work is its scope. Since it attempts to rethink the discipline on the basis of a rather small, if highly 
significant, body of work, stronger arguments may be needed to establish the appropriateness of Dr. 
Rovee’s extrapolation.  
 
With a book in the field published and well received, as well as a contribution to ELH, a journal of record 
in the field, and numerous conference presentations, Dr. Rovee is certainly qualified to undertake this 
project. He has completed most of the archival research required and has written drafts of three of five 
planned chapters and the introduction. The panel is confident that he can complete the project in timely 
fashion. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding. The budget is reasonable and should be 
maintained in full.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:       $50,000 
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PROPOSAL NO. 045ATL-15                                                                     Rank:   15 
 
TITLE:       “Those People” 
 
INSTITUTION:         Southern University at New Orleans 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Jennifer Nunes 
 
Professor Nunes has requested funding in order to complete a book of poems that already has 
attracted an offer of publication from a small literary press. As her proposal explains and as the 
work sample confirms, she is working in a contemporary mode of free verse with an underlying 
feminist agenda. Her subject is the core conflict of American identity, “particularly concerns about 
home, authenticity, and identity.” Reflecting Professor Nunes’s own home, the project is 
significant as an art document of contemporary New Orleans existence. As stated in her proposal, 
the city’s “…overlapping identities — tourist destination, southern American cultural outpost, and 
hip, modern city — have led to heated debate re: the ‘real’ New Orleans and who has ownership of 
its identity. This conversation has national significance as these tensions are not unique to New 
Orleans.” The specificity of this project, representing an actual place at a specific time while acting 
as a stand-in for all American urban gentrification, is compelling. The audience for the project 
would be a critical and scholarly literary audience as well as a general poetry readership. 
  
The proposal invests most of its time in explaining intention to the point of the writer analyzing her 
own work and arguing for its social significance. It also supplies a helpful, vita-like listing of the 
applicant’s prior publications and this particular project’s progress. While the theoretical claims are 
interesting, the proposal’s greatest strength is its generous sampling of the poems themselves. 
Unlike the abstract claims of the proposal, the work is vital, fresh, witty, and complex. In fact, it 
exceeds, as good poetry should, the reductive claims its author makes for it in the proposal. 
Professor Nunes’s notion of New Orleans as a split between “performative front and lived back-
regions” is interesting and familiar to anyone living or working in a tourist destination. This is work 
in which art empowers social thought. 
 
The applicant has a full-length book coming out soon, as well as a number of chapbooks and 
published poems. She seems driven and professional. The current work is well crafted and inventive 
in ways that fit her subject. The work in progress has already attracted the attention of a good small 
press that specializes in contemporary poetry. 
 
Professor Nunes has already produced a significant portion of this project. Given the work already 
completed and the interest of a press, there is every reason to believe she will complete the project in 
a reasonable timeframe.  
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding should sufficient resources be available. The 
budget is reasonable and should be maintained in full. If funding is not available this year, the 
panel recommends revision of the proposal for the next ATLAS cycle.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:       $15,557 
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PROPOSAL NO. 006ATL-15        Rank:  16   
 
TITLE:       “The Rise of Botox: How the Anti-Aging Wonder Drug is Changing the Face of 

America” 
  
INSTITUTION: Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Dana Berkowitz 
 

Dr. Berkowitz’s project fills an important gap in scholarship and addresses the significant conjunction of 
medicalization and socialization. Dr. Berkowitz anticipates that this “will be the first academic book devoted 
solely to documenting the social and cultural implications of the most popular non-surgical anti-aging 
procedure to date.” Because of her multifaceted approach to this subject — in-depth interviews, combined 
with content analysis of magazines and advertisements, along with ethnographic observations at a national 
dermatology meeting and her own experiences — Dr. Berkowitz will find a broad audience for this book. 
 
Dr. Berkowitz’s conceptualization of this project is clear and well developed. She has identified a substantial 
social trend — notably, 15% percent of Botox procedures (totaling 550,000) were performed on patients 
between 19 and 34 years of age — and mobilized the relevant scholarly literatures to analyze it effectively. 
She explains well how her “multifaceted methodological strategy” will generate a cogent series of insights 
into this phenomenon. She sees her findings as providing “empirical evidence for how women’s autonomy is 
increasingly confined to the aestheticization of their physical appearances and tied to consumerism.” But in 
anticipating an audience of “researchers interested in feminist theories and the interface of medicalization, 
culture, self, consumerism, and embodiment,” Dr. Berkowitz does not expend enough effort in detailing the 
distinctive contributions her work promises to make to these respective, broad subjects. This proposal is a 
resubmission, and Dr. Berkowitz has improved her approach in two aspects: first, by addressing how black 
females are subject to Botox marketing and then by including a wider number of scholars relevant to this 
project. But her account of the theoretical contributions she intends to draw from their work to bring to bear 
on her analysis remains underdeveloped.  
 
Dr. Berkowitz is an established scholar and a respected authority on gender and sexuality; a number of her 
journal articles have been reprinted in edited book volumes. She is an adept ethnographer, having previously 
used this method to study how drag queens perform gendered identities and sexuality, a project for which she 
won the Jesse Bernard Award for Feminist Scholarship. Dr. Berkowitz’s previous work is of high quality and 
is a strong indicator that she is eminently well prepared for this undertaking.  
 
Dr. Berkowitz is highly likely to complete her project in the timeframe of this grant. She already has a draft 
of every chapter (excepting the conclusion and an appendix on method) and has no further research to 
conduct. As well, she recognizes that “this is a time-sensitive project…that should be completed as soon as 
possible.” To that end, she has secured an advance contract for its publication with New York University 
Press, in their series, Transdisciplinary Perspectives on Genders and Sexualities. All of this suggests that Dr. 
Berkowitz can finish this manuscript during the grant period. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding should sufficient resources be available. The budget 
is reasonable and should be maintained in full. If funds are not available this year, the applicant is 
encouraged to continue working and submit a revised proposal in the next ATLAS cycle. 
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:      $50,000 
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PROPOSAL NO. 015ATL-15                                                                     Rank:  17 
 
TITLE:           “Louisiana Linguistic History as Reflected in the Records and Practices of the 

Catholic Church, 1720-1955”  
 
INSTITUTION:        Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Sylvie Dubois 
 
Dr. Dubois is a distinguished scholar who uses language as data for observing how language forms and is 
formed by culture. By creating corpora of real people using language (in essence, she is eavesdropping on 
the conversations of real people), she enables linguists, anthropologists, and social historians to study 
actual communities — in Canada, in Louisiana, and in other parts of the world. She has particular interest 
and expertise in how bilingual communities use language and deal with the linguistic presence of the 
“other” community. The emergence of Creole or Cajun language is only part of the phenomenon of 
cultural change or what Dr. Dubois calls “linguistic dynamics.” In the current project, she will use 230 
years — an expanse of time equivalent to moving from the world of Benjamin Franklin to that of Dwight 
Eisenhower — of correspondence to and from the Catholic Church in Louisiana to analyze the changes in 
language during a formative period of the American experience. Since much of the correspondence is in 
French, she can analyze the role of the church in an emerging bilingualism that will ultimately lead 
English to become the language of the church. In other words, this is a study of the formation of 
Louisiana culture because the language captures the real lives of people in their social identities.  
 
The project is very clearly conceived and organized, and each chapter is well described. Dr. Dubois has 
completed the transcription component and is well launched on analysis. However, it appears that no 
progress has been made since last year, since the dates from the previous ATLAS proposal have simply 
been moved ahead by one year. The panel also wonders what is really at stake in this work. If it is a 
history of language, then the implications are of interest primarily to linguists. If it is a history of culture, 
then Dr. Dubois will need to be able to assimilate other kinds of cultural documents — fiction, poetry, 
political discourse, ecclesiastical mores. How will this kind of cultural richness be acknowledged and 
included? 

 
Dr. Dubois has an international reputation in linguistics, and with two essays published, two accepted, 
and another submitted since 2014, she remains professionally visible. Her productivity and regular 
publications leave no doubt that the project will be finished on time and with distinction. 
 
The project is highly recommended for funding if sufficient resources are available. The budget is 
reasonable and should be maintained in full. If funding is not available this year, the panel 
encourages the applicant to continue working and submit a revised proposal in the next ATLAS 
cycle. 
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:       $50,000 
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PROPOSAL NO. 013ATL-15                                                                      Rank:  18 
 
TITLE:       “Reckonings” 
 
INSTITUTION:      Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
   
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:      Jennifer Davis 
 
With two successful short story collections published and a third near completion, Professor Davis is 
applying for support for an in-progress novel, Reckonings. It is a form in which she has not yet published and 
which will expand both her range as a writer and, given that the novel is a more commercial form than the 
short story, likely her audience. This project would also contribute to the genre of the post-Civil War 
Southern novel, adding a twist with the unique inclusion of the Confederados, American blacks who went to 
live in Brazil during that period. Her work has received deserved critical praise and this project will appeal to 
both critical and academic audiences as well as the general reading public. 
 
In her proposal, the applicant defines and organizes her project well and conceptualizes it eloquently. In 
addition, the writing sample is beautiful; Professor Davis has a poetic style of narrative that moves forward 
with image and metaphor. Citing Flannery O’Connor’s “The Grotesque in Southern Fiction” as a touchstone, 
Professor Davis states: “The absurdities in my fiction are borne by the disconnect my characters suffer in 
their struggle to find a place in a richly contradictory, ‘Christ-haunted’ culture that clings doggedly to 
superstition, tradition, prejudice, and a complex, violent heritage, while simultaneously trying to reinvent 
itself as a more palatable, progressive, somehow less-regional, New South.” In Reckonings, she aims to 
deconstruct Southern mythologies and clichés (which she asserts are often one and the same) by amplifying 
their absurdities. The generous work sample reflects this aim.  
 
Professor Davis won the University of Alabama’s College of Arts and Sciences Thesis Award and her first 
book won the Iowa Award for Short Fiction. Her second book was published by Random House and she is 
now finishing a third book, a collection of short fiction titled Missing. Based on a hundred-page excerpt, 
Reckonings was selected as the runner-up in the 2013 James Jones First Novel Fellowship competition that 
honors first novels-in-progress. The past is convincingly predictive in this case: this new project will be sold 
to and distributed by a major publishing house and widely reviewed. 
 
Professor Davis is the author of two prize-winning books. She has all but completed a third collection of 
fiction, stories from which have been published in respected literary magazines, and she has included a high-
quality sample of the novel. The novel is projected to be 400 pages in length, and 200 pages are already 
completed. She is an industrious writer and proven finisher, so the likelihood of near-term completion is high. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding should sufficient resources be available. The budget 
is reasonable and should be maintained in full. If funds are not available this year, the applicant is 
encouraged to continue working and submit a revised proposal in the next ATLAS cycle. 
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:    $46,099 
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PROPOSAL NO. 034ATL-15                                                                     Rank:   19 
 
TITLE:       “Preaching to the Choir or Speaking in Tongues? Partisan Media’s (Occasional) 

Influence and Democratic Implications” 
 
INSTITUTION:         Louisiana State University and A&M College – Baton Rouge 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Kathleen Searles 
 
Dr. Searles proposes to write a co-authored book analyzing partisan television media influence as 
represented by Fox News Network and MSNBC. Dr. Searles, who is an assistant professor, is serving as 
the first author. The book will use experimental data to explore the conditions under which partisan media 
move their viewers’ attitudes and inclinations to vote. If it turns out that partisan media are influential, 
this result would be all the more powerful given that the viewers of Fox News and MSNBC are generally 
already very partisan and inclined to vote. In addition, the book will combine content and attitudinal data 
to examine what type of news is influential and whom it influences. Including content in the analysis is a 
significant improvement on the literature, and will allow Dr. Searles and her co-author to unpack what 
sorts of shows and segments have an impact. Their approach provides much-needed nuance: they promise 
to go beyond the current understanding that partisan media have an effect to a novel understanding of 
when and how partisan media have an effect. The book will be of interest to the disciplines of political 
science and communication studies and also to journalists and pundits.  
 
The overall conceptualization of the book is strong, in terms of moving forward both political science and 
real-world understanding. Relative to the inherent strength of the project, however, the proposal is written 
in an imprecise and general way. For example, on page 3 Dr. Searles writes: “this project will unpack that 
black box of content so that we can better answer what sort of shows and segments on Fox and MSNBC 
may have an effect.” Promising elaboration, on page 4 she writes: “we ask whether coverage content is 
driving partisan media influence and whether the type of content conditions effects.” But the elaboration 
is simply a restatement of what she wrote before. As a result, it is not easy for a reviewer to understand 
precisely, as opposed to superficially, what Dr. Searles plans to do. If funding is not available this year, 
the panel recommends revising the proposal to state her claims, and then elaborate each claim in greater 
depth, perhaps with some empirical detail.  
 
Dr. Searles has amassed an impressive publication record, including nine articles in peer-reviewed 
journals. Most of the articles are co-authored, two of them with her current co-author. In political science, 
books are usually sole-authored efforts, but Dr. Searles’s successful past co-authorships suggest that she 
is well disposed to writing the book in co-authorship with another person. The proposed plan of work is 
feasible, and Dr. Searles will likely complete the project in a reasonable timeframe. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding should sufficient resources be available. The 
budget is reasonable and should be maintained in full. If funding is not available this year, the 
panel recommends revision of the proposal for the next ATLAS cycle.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $44,100 
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PROPOSAL NO. 057ATL-15                                                                    Rank:  20 
 
TITLE:      “The Hidden Dynamics of Complex Networks: Extracting Meaning from Repeated 

Conversations on Social Media” 
 
INSTITUTION:         Tulane University  
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  Patrick Rafail 
 
Dr. Rafail proposes to combine three areas in which he has expertise — collective behavior, machine 
learning, and natural language processing — to analyze Twitter activity generated by the Occupy Wall 
Street (OWS) movement. The OWS movement conceptualizes itself as anarchist, as opposed to 
hierarchical. Research suggests, however, that social movements in practice often give rise to inequalities 
between groups and activists. Using dynamic network analysis, Dr. Rafail will explore the extent to which 
latent hierarchies show up in the online conversations; if so, whether the hierarchies are global or local 
and contingent; and if local and contingent, what kinds of spatial and temporal distributions emerge.  
 
Dr. Rafail will further analyze the connections between actors to examine whether and how their 
conversational dynamics generate hierarchy. To this end, he will make a list of all friends and followers 
for key OWS organizing groups on Twitter; assess the mutuality of ties and the centrality of the main 
organizations; and check the predictive power of these ties for the occurrence of online conversations. 
Here, his goal is to examine whether there is a latent hierarchy among OWS organizing groups. The 
database for this research, which has been compiled by Dr. Rafail, is enormous. To fix ideas, creating a 
complete list of friends and followers from 5,000 Twitter accounts linked to the OWS movement entails 
compiling a 1,019,803 by 1,019,803 network, with more than 6.9 million connections. Dr. Rafail will 
bring to bear on this data set sophisticated data analysis methods.  
 
The project is well thought out and presented, and will likely be of broad interest to scholars, data 
scientists, and intelligence analysts. Though the proposal was very strong and worthy of funding, the 
panel would like to see Dr. Rafail address one crucial point: the difference between internal and external 
scientific progress. Internal scientific progress is measured by the improved internal logic of a discipline, 
external scientific progress by an improved real-world understanding. The panel’s impression is that Dr. 
Rafail’s questions are motivated more by the internal logic of sociology’s understanding of social 
networks than by external relevance. Checking for the hierarchical standing of actors and groups makes 
sense given the preoccupation of social network theory with measures of centrality, but if one were to ask 
oneself what we as a society want to know about OWS, checking for the hierarchical standing of actors 
and groups is not likely the first thing that would come to mind.  
 
Though a recent PhD, Dr. Rafail has, impressively, already amassed a substantial publication record, and 
has repeatedly been funded by the National Science Foundation. It appears likely that the two studies 
proposed will be published in leading sociology journals. The plan of work is feasible, and Dr. Rafail 
should complete the two studies in a reasonable timeframe. 
 
The project is strongly recommended for funding should sufficient resources be available. The 
budget is reasonable and should be maintained in full. If funding is not available, the panel 
recommends that the applicant continue working and revise the proposal for the next ATLAS 
cycle.  
 
BoRSF FUNDING RECOMMENDED:        $35,235 
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APPENDIX E 
 

OUT-OF-STATE EXPERTS WHO SERVED AS FINAL 
AND SUBJECT-AREA PANELISTS 

 
 
I. Final Panel  
 

Nicholas Bromell  
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies 
Department of English 
University of Massachusetts – Amherst 
 
Susanne Lohmann 
Professor 
Departments of Political Science and Public Policy and Program on Human Complex 
Systems 
University of California – Los Angeles 
 
Carol Martin 
Professor 
Department of Drama 
Tisch School for the Arts 
New York University 

 
 
II. Arts Subject-Area Panel 
 

Carol Martin, Chair 
Professor 
Department of Drama 
Tisch School for the Arts 
New York University 
 
Stuart Dybek 
Distinguished Writer in Residence 
Northwestern University 
 
Cora Cohen 
Independent Artist 
New York City 
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III. Humanities Subject-Area Panel 
 

Nicholas Bromell, Chair  
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies 
Department of English 
University of Massachusetts – Amherst 
 
Bruce Chilton 
Bernard Iddings Bell Professor of Philosophy and Religion 
Department of Religion 
Bard College 
 
Kathryn Grossman 
Professor 
Department of French and Francophone Studies 
Penn State University 
 
James Sheehan 
Dickason Professor in the Humanities 
Department of History 
Stanford University 
 
 

IV. Social Sciences Subject-Area Panel 
 

Susanne Lohmann, Chair 
Professor 
Departments of Political Science and Public Policy and Program on Human Complex 
Systems 
University of California – Los Angeles 
 
John Hartigan 
Professor 
Department of Anthropology and Americo Paredes Center for Cultural Studies 
University of Texas at Austin 
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APPENDIX F 
 

AWARDS TO LOUISIANA ARTISTS AND SCHOLARS (ATLAS) SUBPROGRAM 
FY 2014-15 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
 
 
67 TOTAL PROPOSALS  
 
  
 39 HUM  Humanities 
 15  SOC SCI Social Sciences  
 13 ARTS  Arts 
 
 
 
TOTAL FIRST-YEAR FUNDS REQUESTED: $2,647,843 
 
 
 
      
   
 



Awards to Louisiana Artists and Scholars (ATLAS) Program  
FY 2014-15 Competition 

Proposals Submitted 
 

Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

001ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Robert Collins Dillard The ‘New Normal’ in New Orleans: Measuring and 
Analyzing Ten Years of Economic and Social Indicators 
after Hurricane Katrina 

$38,115 

002ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Stephen Andes LSU-BR Catholic Vagabond: The Transnational Life and Times 
of Sofia del Valle, 1891-1982 

$45,815 

003ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Paula Arai LSU-BR Liberating Compassion: The Art & Science of the Heart 
Sutra 

$48,038 

004ATL-15 

ARTS 

Lynne Baggett LSU-BR Idiosyncrasies and Innovation: Analysis of the design of 
incised letterform carvings from 17th and 18th Century 
grave markers 

$35,873 

005ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Chris Barrett LSU-BR The Underside of the Map: Cartographic Anxieties and 
Early Modern English Literature 

$43,597 

006ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Dana Berkowitz LSU-BR The Rise of Botox: How the Anti-Aging Wonder Drug 
is Changing the Face of America 

$50,000 

007ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Michael Bibler LSU-BR Possessive Intimacy: Property, Sexuality, and the 
Literature of U.S. Slavery 

$47,720 

008ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Graham Bodie LSU-BR Interpersonal Emotion Regulation in Conversations 
about Sources of Distress: The Dyadic Dynamics of 
Social Support in Interaction 

$50,000 



ATLAS Proposals 
FY 2014-15 
Page 2 of 9 

Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

009ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Renee Casbergue LSU-BR Shifting Standards and the Changing Landscape for 
Early Literacy Learning and Teaching 

$35,547 

010ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Brannon Costello LSU-BR Lost in the Futurama: The Comics of Howard Chaykin $26,074 

011ATL-15 

ARTS 

Johanna Cox LSU-BR Orion Nocturne: A premiere album of works for oboe 
and English horn commissioned by Johanna Cox 

$47,380 

012ATL-15 

ARTS 

Jason Crow LSU-BR The b-Shack and the Apiarium $49,440 

013ATL-15 

ARTS 

Jennifer Davis LSU-BR Reckonings $46,099 

014ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Michael Desmond LSU-BR Continuity of Form & Landscape: Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
increasing use of circles in the 1940s and 1950s 

$44,257 

015ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Sylvie Dubois LSU-BR Louisiana Linguistic History as Reflected in the Records 
and Practices of the Catholic Church, 1720-1955 

$50,000 

016ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Andreas Giger LSU-BR Ruggero Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci: A Critical Edition 
with Commentary and Historical Introduction 

$50,000 

017ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Deborah 
Goldgaber 

LSU-BR Plasticity of the Trace: Deconstruction and New 
Materialism 

$21,000 
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FY 2014-15 
Page 3 of 9 

Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

018ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Zevi Gutfreund LSU-BR Active Voices: Language Education, Race, and the 
Remaking of American Citizenship in Los Angeles, 
1900-1998 

$42,630 

019ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Dorota Heneghan LSU-BR Sofia Casanova’s Writings from Poland: Trivial 
Romances and the Spanish Nation 

$42,510 

020ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Matthew Hitt LSU-BR Judgment-Rationale Inconsistency in the U.S. Supreme 
Court 

$48,070 

021ATL-15 

ARTS 

L. Koptcho LSU-BR Empathic Skins: A Biology of the Visual $45,166 

022ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Kathe Managan LSU-BR Performing the Public Through Laughter: Guadeloupean 
Kréyòl Sketch Comedy and National Imaginings 

$48,242 

023ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Lori Martin LSU-BR Big Box Schools: Race, Education, and the Danger of 
the Wal-Martization of Public Schools in America 

$29,070 

024ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Michelle Massé LSU-BR The Mirror of Fashion: Critical Expectations and the 
Work of Louisa May Alcott 

$50,000 

025ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Carmela Mattza LSU-BR On Addressing Isabel de Bourbon: Ekphrasis of 
Holiness, Wisdom and Authority in Calderón de la 
Barca’s Early Comedias Palaciegas [1621-1636] 

$42,242 



ATLAS Proposals 
FY 2014-15 
Page 4 of 9 

 

Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

026ATL-15 

HUMANITIES  

Bryan McCann LSU-BR The Mark of Criminality: A Counter-Cultural History of 
the War on Crime, 1988-1996 

$43,694 

027ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES  

Andrea Miller LSU-BR A Partnership in Crisis: How Public Relations and 
Journalism can work together in times of crisis 

$49,822 

028ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Andrea Morris LSU-BR [Im]mobility in late 20th and 21st Century Dominican 
and Cuban Cultures: Departures, Arrivals and Staying 
Behind 

$50,000 

029ATL-15 

ARTS 

Hye Yeon Nam LSU-BR Design Workshop for Community $35,235 

030ATL-15 

ARTS  

Sandra Parks LSU-BR The Invisible Cultural Bridge Crossing the Pacific 
through Austronesian People and the Origin – the Dance 
and Culture of Taiwanese Aboriginals 

$41,260 

031ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Rosemary Peters LSU-BR Charles de Foucauld’s Reconnaissance au Maroc: A 
Critical Edition 

$49,999 

032ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Franҫois Raffoul LSU-BR Thinking the Event $28,175 

033ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Christopher Rovee LSU-BR Romanticism and the New Critics: Lyric Poetry in the 
American University, 1930-1960 

$50,000 
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Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

034ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Kathleen Searles LSU-BR Preaching to the Choir or Speaking in Tongues? Partisan 
Media’s (Occasional) Influence and Democratic 
Implications 

$44,100 

035ATL-15  

ARTS 

Bruce Sharky LSU-BR Complete Book Project: Sustainable and Artistic 
Expression Through Landscape Architecture 

$42,989 

036ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Gregory Stone LSU-BR Poet of the Rational Animal: An Introduction to Guido 
Cavalcanti [with a Long Commentary on ‘Donna me 
prega’] 

$50,000 

037ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Peter Sutherland LSU-BR Whose Middle Passage? Sacred Geographies of a New 
Black Atlantic 

$41,365 

038ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Mark Wagner LSU-BR A Critical Edition and Translation of Ibn Qutayba’s 
Book of The Interpretation of Dreams 

$48,560 

039ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Michelle Zerba LSU-BR Odyssean Modernisms: Reading Homer’s Odyssey with 
C.P. Cavafy, Aimé Césaire, and Virginia Woolf 

$50,000 

040ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Ahmad Atassi LA Tech The Making and History of the Earliest Muslim 
Biographical Dictionary: Ibn Sa’d’s Kitab al-Tabaqat al-
Kabir 

$31,682 

041ATL-15 

ARTS 

Anya Groner Loyola Where Sisters Come From: A Book Length Collection 
of Short Stories 

$13,438 
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Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

042ATL-15 

ARTS 

Mark Yakich Loyola Poetry: A Guide for the Perplexed $12,988 

043ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Molly Martin McNeese Castles and Space in Malory’s Morte Darthur $20,460 

044ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Shana Walton Nicholls Coming of Age at Jazz Fest: Magical moments, racial 
struggles, and the promise of transformation in New 
Orleans 

$20,300 

045ATL-15 

ARTS 

Jennifer Nunes SUNO Those People $15,557 

046ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Yigit Akin Tulane Ottoman Cities at War $34,510 

047ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Mohan 
Ambikaipaker 

Tulane COMPARATIVE MULTIRACIAL SOCIETIES $44,778 

048ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Amanda Bagneris Tulane Coloring the Carribean: Agostino Brunias and the 
Painting of Race in the British West Indies, c. 1765-
1800 

$37,820 

049ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Melissa Bailes Tulane Questioning Nature: Natural History, British Women 
Writers, and the Quest for Originality, 1750-1830 

$34,656 
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Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

050ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Ryan Boehm Tulane City and Empire in the Age of the Successors: 
Urbanization Processes and Social Response in the 
Early Hellenistic Mediterranean 

$34,170 

051ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Holly Flora Tulane Cimabue, The Franciscans, and Artistic Change in Late 
Medieval Italy 

$47,913 

052ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

R. Gilpin Tulane A Slave’s Black Back: Nat Turner, William Styron, and 
America’s Racial Imagination 

$39,222 

053ATL-15 

ARTS 

Zachary Lazar Tulane My Innocence Project: A Novel $46,747 

054ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Laura McKinney Tulane Woman’s Role in Environmental Sustainability $37,909 

055ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Jason Nesbitt Tulane Early Monuments on the North Coast of Peru 
[monograph] 

$34,183 

056ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Stephanie Porras Tulane Maerten de Vos: A Renaissance Life in-between $36,707 

057ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Patrick Rafail Tulane The Hidden Dynamics of Complex Networks: 
Extracting Meaning From Repeated Conversations on 
Social Media 

$35,235 
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Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

058ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Jose Raymundo Tulane Blanckness: Sounds of Life in the Postcolony $26,775 

059ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Oana Sabo Tulane  The World in the Nation: Migrant Authors in the Global 
Literacy Marketplace, 1980-2015 

$35,545 

060ATL-15 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Matthew 
Sakakeeny 

Tulane Listening for the Voice of God $50,000 

061ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Dale Shuger Tulane God Made Word: An Archaeology of Mystic Discourse 
in Early Modern Spain 

$35,700 

062ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Beretta Smith-
Shomade 

Tulane Imagining the Sacred in New Orleans and Black Popular 
Culture 

$48,766 

063ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Randy Sparks Tulane The United States and the Illegal African Slave Trade of 
the 19th Century 

$49,911 

064ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Toby Wikstrom Tulane World Theater: Staging Globalization in Early Modern 
France 

$35,581 

065ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

WITHDRAWN 

Barbara Dohmen UL 
Lafayette 

Colonial Art in British India: Power, Gender and Race 
under the Raj 

$15,228 
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Proposal # & 
Discipline 

PI Name(s) Institution Proposal Title Amount 
Requested 

066ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Sara Ritchey UL 
Lafayette 

The Saint and the Sick: The Contest over Healing in 
Late Medieval Europe 

$42,699 

067ATL-15 

HUMANITIES 

Kim Todt UL 
Lafayette 

Countries with Borders – Markets with Opportunities: 
Dutch Trading Networks in Early North America, 1624-
1750 

$37,685 

068ATL-15 

ARTS 

Yotam Haber UNO New Water Music $49,600 

 
 

2014-15 COMPETITION: SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS SUBMITTED 
 
NUMBER OF PROPOSALS: 68  
 Arts:  13 
 Humanities: 40 
 Social Sciences: 15 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED: $2,663,071 
  
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE: $450,000 
 
 


